
  
 
 
 

 

On November 10, 2020, the Energy Regulatory Commission (the "Commission") published two resolutions 
that modify its internal processes regarding permit amendment or update applications.  Both resolutions, 
which may be accessed here, entered into force on November 11, 2020. 

In particular, the following resolutions were repealed: (i) resolution number A/074/2017, which delegated to 
the Heads of the Natural Gas, LPG and Petroleum Products Units, the power to approve or deny 
authorizations for the suspension of regulated hydrocarbon activities, and (ii) resolution number 
A/010/2018, which delegated to the Head of the Electricity Unit, the power to authorize or deny 
modifications of the estimated dates for the commencement and completion of works, as well as the 
commencement of operation dates established in energy generation permits and authorizations for the 
import or export of electricity. 

As a result of the above, the Commission’s Board of Commissioners is exclusively empowered to authorize 
the suspension of regulated hydrocarbon activities and to authorize any type of amendment to energy 
generation, import and export permits. 

Additionally, resolution number A/043/2016, which regulates circumstances that constitute a permit update, 
was amended to establish that the following process must be followed in connection with certain 
applications: 

a) Once the application has been submitted, the corresponding Administrative Unit of the Commission 
will analyze and evaluate its origin.  

b) Subsequently, such Administrative Unit must send the application's background information to the 
Executive Secretariat, in order to inform the Commission's Board and obtain its approval or rejection, 
which must be justified.  

c) The Executive Secretariat must inform the Administrative Unit of the decision adopted by the Board 
of Commissioners.  

d) The Administrative Unit must subsequently inform the applicant. 
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The foregoing applies to the following permit update requests:  

  

1. In all permitted activities, with the exception of natural gas transport through pipelines in the 
modalities of self-use and self-supply, regarding change in the corporate or ownership structure, 
provided that it does not imply a change of control. 

 

2. In matters of hydrocarbons, oil, petrochemicals and bioenergy, with the exception of natural gas 
transportation through pipelines in the modalities of self-use and self-supply, regarding: 
 

a) Any modification of the routes and destinations of transportation and distribution systems by 
means other than pipelines; 

b) Changes in the investment amounts of the projects; 
c) Changes in the operator of the system; 
d) Modification of oil or petrochemical products to be stored, transported, distributed or sold; 
e) Modification of the products to be marketed that belong to the same family (hydrocarbons, oil 

or petrochemicals); 
f) Modification of the vehicle fleet registry, in the case of permits for transportation and distribution 

by means other than oil and LPG pipelines, as well as natural gas in case the capacity established 
in the corresponding permit is not altered; 

g) Modification of the trademarks of hydrocarbons and oil products as a product, as well as those 
used in the transportation and distribution by means other than LPG pipelines and retail; 

h) Registration or deregistration of vehicle fleet guard stations, in the case of permits for 
transportation and distribution by semi-trailers and auto-tanks; 

i) Registration or deregistration of LPG distribution and retail warehouses; 
j) Integration of the tariffs in force due to their annual update due to inflation and variations in the 

exchange rate; 
k) Adjustments in the capacity set forth in LPG permits, derived from the manufacture of non-

removable containers; 
l) Changes in the type of oil (except LPG) in tanks covered by storage and distribution permits, 

including the change from regular gasoline to premium gasoline or vice versa. 
 

3. In the matter of natural gas transportation permits through pipeline in the modalities of self-use and 
self-supply, in the following cases: 

 

a) Change in the name of the permit holder, as well as of the name of the partners or shareholders, 
except in the cases in which such change in partners or shareholders derives from a spin-off or 
merger involving new interconnections; 
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b) Modification of the route at the request of a competent administrative or judicial authority; 
c) In the modality of self-use, the connection to incorporate a new natural gas supply point, which 

does not imply the modification of the capacity, length, trajectory or operation of the system; 
d) In the modality of self-use, changes in the corporate or ownership structure, as long as it does 

not imply a change of control; 
e) In the modality of a self-supply company, changes in the corporate or ownership structure of 

the company or of the partners; 
f) In the modality of a self-supply company, and derived from the spin-off of a partner, the 

modification of the corporate structure and, if applicable, the name of the partner who remains 
interconnected; 

g) In the modality of a self-supply company, in the event of merger of partners that does not imply 
a change of control. 

 

4. In matters of electricity generation and electricity supply: 
a) Reduction of the installed capacity as long as there is no change in technology, or in the 

authorized demand for electricity imports; 
b) Change in the direct current capacity, as long as it does not imply a change in the capacity in 

alternate current; 
c) Change in suppliers’ start of operation date. Change of location of a power plant to a new 

interconnection point in case the Independent System Operator (CENACE) orders it by means of 
a Reliability Auction, or to reduce congestion and losses at some location. 

 
For any additional information, do not hesitate to contact our expert team on energy issues, who can 
be of assistance: 
 

 

Contact us: 
 

 
 

+52 (55) 5201 7400 

For more information, visit: 
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